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ESSENTIAL CIVIL WAR CURRICULUM

Michael R. Bradley is a native of the Tennessee-Alabama state line region near
Fayetteville, Tennessee. He attended Samford University for his B. A., took a Masters of
Divinity at New Orleans Seminary, and a M. A. and the Ph. D. in U.S. History from
Vanderbilt University, graduating there in 1970.

For thirty six years Dr. Bradley taught United States History at Motlow College, a
Tennessee Board of Regents junior college near Tullahoma. He retired in May 2006.
He has been pastor of two Presbyterian churches in Middle Tennessee, LaVergne
Presbyterian from 1968 to 1976 and Clifton Presbyterian from 1977 to 2006. He served
as Interim Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Manchester from January 2007 until
June 2008, and became Interim Pastor of Tullahoma's First Presbyterian Church in May
2012, serving until August 2013. He was Interim Pastor of Normandy Presbyterian
Church from 2014 to July 2015 while concurrently serving as Interim Pastor of Decherd
Presbyterian Church, a position he still holds.

During his teaching career Dr. Bradley received a National Endowment for the
Humanities Grant and a National Sciences Foundation Grant. He also was made a
Fellow of Johns Hopkins University.

Dr. Bradley is the author of several books on the War Between the States period
including Tullahoma: The 1863 Campaign; With Blood and Fire: Behind Union Lines in
Middle Tennessee, both published by Burd Street Press; Nathan Bedford Forrest’s Escort
& Staff in War and Peace, Pelican Press; It Happened in the Civil War, a second edition
of which appeared in 2010, Rowman and Littlefield; and Home Fires in the Line of Fire,
published as part of an anthology titled Sister States/Enemy States about the war in
Tennessee and Kentucky, published by the University of Tennessee.

A biography of David C. Kelley, a prominent Methodist minister who was a
Colonel under Bedford Forrest,was published as Forrest's Fighting Preacher in 2011.
Another book for general readers, Mysteries and Legends of the Civil War, was released
in April 2011.Murfreesboro in the Civil War was published in 2012, both published by
The History Press.They Rode With Forrest was published by Pelican Press in June 2012,
The Raiding Winter, a description of Confederate cavalry operations in the western
theater during December 1862 was also published by Pelican Press in July 2012. Death in
the Great Smoky Mountains was published by Globe Pequot Press in 2016 and an essay
on Bushrod Johnson in Confederate Leaders in the West was published by the University
of Tennessee in 2017. The University of Tennessee Press also published his Critical
Decisions of the Tullahoma Campaign in 2020.
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Two articles have been published in North & South magazine; “Death Lists in Middle
Tennessee,” and “In the Crosshairs: Confederate Civilians Targeted for Death by the
United States Army.” “Tullahoma: The Wrongly Forgotten Campaign” was published in
Blue & Gray magazine in 2010. He also writes on other topics including the
Revolutionary War, the Great Smoky Mountains, and historical stories. Dr. Bradley has
written for various reference works, including The Civil Rights Encyclopedia and The
Tennessee Encyclopedia, and Sports Encyclopedia.

Current projects include Myths and Mysteries of the Great Smoky Mountains under
contract to Rowman and Littlefield and The Last Words: Farewell Addresses of
Commanding Officers at the End of the Civil War under contract to Charleston
Athenaeum Press.

In February 2010 Dr. Bradley was appointed by Governor Phil Bredesen to the
Tennessee Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission and was an active member of that
body.

In November 2016 Dr. Bradley was appointed by Governor Bill Haslam as a
Trustee of The Sam Davis Memorial Association and has been appointed to a second
term by Governor Lee.

Dr. Bradley is married to Martha Rae Dobbins Bradley. They are the parents of
two adult children,Dr. Nancy Todd Bradley Warren and Michael Lee Bradley. Dr. and
Mrs. Bradley have two grandsons, William Andrew Warren and Michael Alexander
Warren, and one granddaughter, Grace Lee Bradley. Dr. Nancy Bradley Warren is a
member of the faculty at Texas A&M. Michael Lee Bradley is Executive Chef of
Professional Gourmet Catering Company of Frankfort, KY.
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